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ADVERTISEMENT. 


CJ*HE  following  letters  hardly  require  any  apology 
for  their  publication  :  it  is  enough ,  that  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  public  was  fo  far  connected  with  the  private 
intereft  of  an  individual ,  as  to  make  this  publication 
neceffary . 

No  fo  oner  had  Dr.  Lucas  arrived  at  Bath ,  than  he 
found  that  Dr .  Oliver  had  been ,  fome  time ,  very  af- 
fiduous  in  ex  claming  againjl  him ,  and  declaring ,  be- 
|  fore  he  was  asked ,  that  he  would,  hold  no  confulta - 
:  tion  with  Dr .  Lucas .  Every  body  knew  at  the  fame 
;  time,  that  Dr .  Oliver ,  a  few  more  under  his  in¬ 

fluence,  had  alfo  formed  a  like  confederacy,  to  exclude 
another  gentleman  from  practicing  at  Bath .  This 

was  a  new,  and  might  become  an  effectual,  method  of 
anfwering  books ,  which  certain  gentlemen  did  not  like, 
and  which  they  thought  to  damn,  by  confpiring  in  this 
manner '  againjl  their  authors,  when  they  could  not 
otherwife  refute  their  writings . 

With  intent  and  hopes  to  break  fuch  irregular  and 
|  injurious  confederacies ,  Dr.  Lucas  wrote  the  fir  ft  let - 
|  ter  to  Dr .  Oliver ,  with  fuch  propofitions,  as  he  had 
no  re af on  to  doubt  would  prove  acceptable  and  effectual, 
without  any  further  proclamation  of  any  maids  difl 
grace.  * 


I  The  reader  will  readily  fee,  that  Dr.  Oliver's 
j  anfwer  is  made  up  of  fuch  terms,  as  makes  it  impojfbk 
|  for  any  man,  lefs  addicted  to  rudenefs  and  fcurrility , 
to  hold  further  correfpondence  with  him.  Befides,  the 
\  doctor  thinks  fit  to  mierdiCt  all  further  commerce,  by 
!  declaring  this  to  be  the  only  letter  Dr.  Lucas  will,  tho9 
he  muft  mean  fhall ,  ever  receive  from  him. 

,  Dr.  Lucas,  unwilling  to  fit  down  under  a  four- 
j  rilous  treatment ,  which  was  not  well  to  be  refented 
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in  another  manner ,  with  fuch  an  antagonift  *,  judged 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  lay  the  whole  cafe  before  the 
public ,  in  his  letter .  Dr.  Oliver's  anfwer ,  Dr. 

Lucas's  reply  *,  which  his  adverfary  had  debarred, 
himfelf  all  right  of  receivings  otherwife  than  publicly 
in  print. 

Dr.  Lucas ,  confcious  of  meaning  well  to  the  public 
in  generals  to  the  city  of  Bath  in  particular ,  and 
efpecially  10  fuch  of  the  profeffion  of  phyfics  as  ap¬ 
peared  men  of  fciences  public  fpirits  humanity ,  candor 
and  honors  to  all  men  above  JiniJler  ajfociations  ;  did 
not  expels  and  therefore  could  not  be  prepared  fors  a 
treatment  fo  unjuft  and  undeferved.  And  nows  not 
without  reluctances  finds  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  , 
difcoveringswhich  all  lovers  of  their  country ,  the  citi -  | 
zens  of  Bath  in  particulars  muft  be  as  much  interefted 
in  over  turnings  as  he  who  received  the  more  immediate 
or  more  open  injuries  ,  unlefs  it  be  judged  proper  to 
prohibit  all  phyficians  practicing  at  Baths  tioat  do  not 
fue  out  a  licence  from  this  inquifitorial  tribunal  \  which 
may  not  be  hoped  to  be  obtaineds  unlefs  upon  the  bafe 
terms  preferibed  by  Dr.  Oliver  and  his  confederacy  to 
Dr.  Bay  lies  \  which  were  nothing  lefs  than  retracting 
truthss  and  fubferibing  to  notorious  falfehoods. 

Dr.  Lucas's  letter  to  Dr.  Oliver  was  fent  on  Mon¬ 
days  the  yth  of  November.  Dr.  Oliver's  anfwer 
was  received  the  next  mornings  bearing  date  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day.  On  the  fame  days  the  reply  was  made , 
and  the  printer  ordered  to  give  the  whole  to  the  pu¬ 
blic  in  this  manner. 

Lhe  humane  reader  is  defired  to  examine  the  re * 
ferenceSs  here  made,  to  the  Lffay  on  waters.  Lhen^ 
let  the  juft  judge  the  caufe,  and  condemn  what‘ 
ever  part  of  the  author's  conducts  towards  thefc 
irafcible,  jealous  gentlemen,  is  found  culpable. 
Pref.  p.  xx  i. 

T  C 


Doctor  OLIVER. 


SIR, 

SINCE  my  arrival  at  Bath,  a  rumour  has 
reached  mine  ears,  which,  if  true,  mull  fhock 
every  lover  of  the  public,  every  worthy  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  healing  art :  and  as  your  name  is  men¬ 
tioned,  in  common  juftice,  and  in  particular  re- 
fpeCt  to  you,  I  think  it  proper  to  apprife  you,  and 
thus  to  defire  an  explanation  of  a  matter,  in  which 
the  welfare  of  the  public,  the  good  of  the  city  of 
Bath,  and  the  honor  of  the  profeffion  of  phyfic 
are  all  highly  concerned. 

It  is  faid,  Sir,  that  a  fet  of  gentlemen,  who  are 
no  better  intituled  to  practice  phyfic  at  Bath,  than 
others  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeCts,  qualified  by  law, 
have  formed  an  affociation,  to  exclude  all  men, 
that  but  differ  with  them  in  opinion,  from  practi¬ 
cing  in  this  city  ;  and  this,  by  declaring,  that  the 
affociated  will  not  confult  with  certain  men,  of 
qualifications  and  characters  that  do  no  difhonor 
to  the  profeffion,  and  that  may  oerhaps  be  found 
not  inferior  to  any  of  the  members  of  the  affocia¬ 
tion. 
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To  a  gentleman  of  your  fenfe  and  learning,  I 
need  not  attempt  to  Ihew  how  hateful,  how  illegal, 
how  iniquitous  fuch  an  affbciation  muff  be.  You 
know,  Sir,  we  live  under  a  happy  government, 
where  every  member  of  the  community  has  certain 
rights,  which  no  perfon  can  invade.  Every  man, 
legally  qualified,  has  a  right  to  follow  his  pro- 
fefiion,  freely,  uni verfally.  Every  fubjedb  has  a 
right  to  commit  the  care  of  his  health,  as  well  as 
of  his  fortune,  to  whom  he  will ;  it  is  a  tyranny  to 
attempt  to  reftrain  him  ;  and  there  is  nothing  our 
free  laws  deteft  more  than  a  monopoly  in  any  trade, 
in  any  profefiion.  Such  an  aflociation  then,  is  an 
attempt  to  pervert  a  liberal  profefiion  into  a  fordid 
trade  ;  to  monopolife  that  trade,  and  to  ingrofs  the 
emoluments  of  a  bale  craft,  into  the  hands  of  a 
few.  Give  me  leave  to  fay,  it  conftitutes  a  crime  of 
another  dye :  it  is  a  combination  againft  certain  in¬ 
dividuals,  to  exclude  them  the  common  benefits  of 
fociety ;  it  is  a  combination  againft  the  public, 
becaufe  it  limits  the  patients  in  their  choice  ofphy- 
ficians  ;  and  it  is  a, combination  againft  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  a  profefiion,  that  can  never  be  fol¬ 
lowed,  agreeable  to  the  great  ends  of  its  facred  in- 
ftitution  and  purpofes,  the  benefit  of  the  fick,  with 
fordid  mercenary  views. 

After  this,  how  lhall  I  tell,  that  fame  fets  the 
learned  and  refpedlable  Dr.  Oliver  at  the  head  of 
fuch  an  afiociation  !  how  lhall  I  believe  it !  or  how 
conceive,  that  I  fhould  be  of  the  number  of  the 
excluded  !  If  this  report  be  falfe,  you  will  afiuredly 
acquit  yourfelf  of  the  charge,  like  a  gentleman, 
like  a  phyfician  :  but,  if  it  lhould  be  true,  it  is  fit, 
and  high  time,  the  mafque  lhould  be  drawn  off, 
and  the  public  fhewn,  in  a  fair  light,  che  kind  of 
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men  that  fet  themfelves  up  as  guardians  to  the 
health  of  the  community. 

As  1  could  not  think  of  giving  you  this  trouble, 
without  good  authority,  give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  ex- 
poftulate  a  little  with  you  upon  this  fubjed.  Did 
you  ever  hear  of  a  fet  of  men,  who  deferved  the 
venerable  titule  of  phyficians,  form  fuch  a  clan- 
deftine,  fuch  an  illicit  affociation,  fuch  an  infam¬ 
ous  combination  as  this  ?  or,  what  pretenfions  can 
a  few,  not  to  fay  obfcure,  members  of  the  pro¬ 
feffion,  got  together  in  a  corner,  have  to  didate 
who  fhall  have  the  care  of  the  fick  at  Bath,  as 
well  out  of  the  hofpital  as  in  it  ? 

But,  if  fome  muft  thus  take  upon  them  this  an¬ 
timedical  didatorial  power,  to  determine  who  fhall, 
and  who  fhall  not,  be  admitted  to  fhare  in  the 
pradice  at  Bath  ;  why  this  declaration  againft 
me?— Muft  I  fuppofe,  that  you  expeded  mine 
excepting  againft  confulting  with  men,  whofe 
fhameful  ignorance  of  the  waters  they  treated,  I 
deteded,  and  therefore,  made  them  refolve  to  make 
the  firft  outcry  t — In  this,  you  were  furely  prema- 
•  ture  ^  becaufe,  you  muft  remember,  I  confulted 
with  you  before,  when  I  knew  you  all,  as  well  as 
I  do  now.  .Have  you  any  objedion  to  my  moral 
charader  ?— put  it  to  any  fair  teft  you  will ;  and 
if  it  does  not  ftand  as  clear  as  the  beft  of  yours, 
before  any  juft  judges,  I  will  fubmit  to  the  cen- 
fure.  Can  you  objed  to  my  qualification  in  my 
profeffion  ? — put  that  too,  to  any  trial  you  will, 
before  competent,  indifferent  judges,  and  I  am 
willing  to  abide  by  their  decree.  Are  you  angry, 
that,  in  treating  thefe  baths,  I  preferred,  as  I  ever 
muft,  truth,  the  good  of  the  public,  and  the  ho¬ 
nor  of  my  profeffion,  to  all  low  private  regards  ? 
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You  cannot  furely,  when  you  confider  with  what 
extraordinary  tendernefs  I  treated  all  of  you  who 
wrote  on  the  itibjeetj  expo  fin  2  your  errorSj  not 
your  names,  till  I  was  urged  to  it  by  an  inviolable 
attachment  to  truth  and  the  public  good.  If  there 
be  any  thing  repugnant  to  the  laws  or  doftrines  of 
phyitc,  in  any  of  her  branches,  in  thefe,  or  any 
other  trads  of  mine  ;  why  do  you  not,  from  the 
fame  motives,  expofe  them,  and  by  fo  doing,  pre¬ 
vent  all  likelihood  of  my  meeting  you  in  conful- 
tation  ?  So  far  fhall  I  be  from  refentment  upon 
fueh  an  occafion,  that  I  fhall  honor  him  as  a  friend 
to  the  public  in  general,  to  our  profeffion  in  par-, 
sicular,  who  aoes  this  upon  juft  principles.  And  yet, 
if  there  be  any  thing  wrong  in  thefe  trafts  on  Bath 
waters,  the  candid  mufl  condemn  you  all,  in  not 
iaterpofing  when  I  repetedly  invited  you,  by  all 
the  members  of  the  fociety  I  knew,  when  I  was 
repeting  mine  experiments  here,  to  give  me  a  con¬ 
ference  on.  this  fubjed;  hoping,  if  I  could  not 
convince  you,  you  might  convince  me,  of  errors, 
and  fo  eftablilh  thefe  important  truths  for  the 
common  good.  Then  was  the  time  to  have  fhewn 
yourfelves  good  citizens,  worthy  members  of  fo¬ 
ciety  and  of  your  profeffion.  What  parts  you  then 
acted  I  need  not  mention  again. 

Let  me  only  obferve  to  you,  Sir,  that  refufing 
to  coiifult,  it  it  does  notarife  from  confcious  weak¬ 
er. an  argument  of  moil  extraordinary  fe If- 
fufficiency,  or,  no  lefs  than  arrogating  a  fuperiority 
to  the  perfon  excepted  againft.  .  As  the  firft  and 
iecond  can  not  be  fuppofed,  I  believe,  with  relpect 
to  a  knowledge  of  thefe  waters,  the  public  will 
hardly  allow  you  your  demand  ^  unlefs  you  can 
caufe  the  refurredion  of  your  fope  and  fulphur,  fo 
fairly  and  juftly  exploded.  If  you  can  not  do  this, 

think. 


[  9  ] 

think,  if  any,  who  has  the  right  to  refufe  confut¬ 
ing  with  the  other.  But  you  muft  be  fenfible  no 
man  has,  or  can  have,  fuch  an  exclufive  right  here. 
They  who  have  it  by  law  difdain  to  exercife  it 
without  irrefiftable  reafon  :  and,  for  my  part,  I 
defpife  the  thought,  and  every  man  that  is  capable 
of  it.  If  there  be  luch  an  attempt  to  monopolife, 
fuch  a  deftrudtive  affociation,  fuch  a  confederacy 
in  iniquity,  againft  the  laws  of  the  land,  againft 
human  benevolence  and  charity,  againft  the  rules 
and  intentions  of  the  healing  art,  and  contrary  to 
the  cuftoms  and  example  of  all  well  policied  fa¬ 
culties  of  phyfic,  our  great  college  in  particular ; 
if  fuch  a  confederacy  exifts,  the  men  are  honored 
who  are  excluded  ;  I  pride  in  being  of  the  num¬ 
ber.  And  yet  fo  far  am  I  from  thinking  of  re » 
talliation,  that  I  fhall  always  readily  confult  with 
every  man  of  the  profeffion.  If  I  find  him  ca¬ 
pable  of  offering  any  thing  for  the  patient’s  good, 
however  mean  in  other  refpedls  he  may  be,  I  fhall 
give  him  all  due  credit  and  refpedt  *,  if  not,  his 
utmoft  fame  and  rank  can  have  no  weight  with 
me  *,  I  fhall  not  fwerve  a  fhade  from  the  duties, 
nor  warp  the  honor  of  my  profeffion,  for  any  af- 
fumed  authority,  unfupported  by  the  rules  of  rea¬ 
fon  and  the  art. 

But,  if  there  be  fuch  an  aftbciation  as  I  hear  ; 
thus  far,  I  will  condefcend  to  confult  with  fuch 
men,  and  upon  thefe  terms  only :  the  patient, 
where  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  permit  it,  or 
otherwife  fome  fenfible  friend  or  two  to  be  prefent  ^ 
the  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  and  courfes  taken,  to  be 
fairly  laid  down,  and  the  pradtice  canvafted  freely. 
Then  the  curative  indications  being  difcovered  and 
agreed  on,  adequate  remedies  and  regimen  to  be 
propofed  and  prefcribed.  All  this  made  plane  to 
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the  by-ftanders,  that  they  may  determine  who  has 
,  the  integrity  to  break  through  trifling  defpicable 
forms  and  ceremonies,  to  come  at  the  one  thing 
needful,  the  patient’s  good;  and  who  has  the  ca¬ 
pacity  to  ferve  the  public  andfupport  the  honor  of 
the  profeffion,  which  are  mutual  and  infeparable ;  or, 
if  both  fhould  be  wrong,  to  look  out  for  a  better! 
Phis,  I  /hall  infill:  on  ;  becaufe  I  would  not  trull 
my  reputation  with  any  member  of  fo  infamous  a 
Confederacy,  if  fitch  there  can  be. 

the  whole.  Sir,  I  am  come  to  pals  lorne 
days  here  ;  and,  though  the  utmoll  adverfity  that 
tyranny  could  bring  upon  me,  has  never  been  able 
to  make  me  mercenary ;  I  /hall  not  decline  any 
other  pradtice  that  offers,  more  than  that  to  which  I 
am  called  here.  You  can  have  no  better  ri»ht  t<j 
oppofe  my  practicing  here,  than  I  lhould  to  oppofe 
your  coming  to  pradlice  where  I  refide.  I  v/ilh 
and  endeavor  to  be  upon  good  terms  with  all  man¬ 
kind,  but  moll  or  all  with  gentlemen  of  the  profef- 
iion.  And,  Sir,  with  exultation  I  tell  it,  I  am 
honored  with  fome  lhare  of  the  regards  of  the  firll 
men  of  the  proielfion  in  London,  as  well  as  in 
Other  parts  of  Europe.  If  it  be  agreeable  to  you, 
we  lhould  draw  together  for  the  common  good,’ 
and  our  mutual  honor  ;  you  will  take  the  trouble 
of  fatisfying  me,  under  your  hand,  that  there  has 
been  no  fuch  affociation,  no  declaration  to  this  ef- 
fedt,  public  or  private  ;  or,  that  if  fuch  have  beep 
rafhly  made,  they  are  declared  diflolved  and  an¬ 
nulled.  When  this  is  done,  my  bolbm  {hall  be 
ready  to  receive  every  candid  man.  We  fhali  then 
be  able  to  confer  together,  like  friends  and  brethren, 
and  fully  difcharge  the  duties  of  our  office,  to  the 
public,  and  in  a  brotherly  communion  to  each 
pther.  You  wifi  find  me  open  to  convidtion  :  if  I 
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have  publicly  or  privately  advanced  any  thing  that 
is  wrong,  you  will  find  my  motive  was  truth,  by 
my  readinefs  to  retrad.  Or,  if  any  man  has  rea- 
fon  to  take  offence  at  me,  let  him  declare  his  rea- 
fon,  and  I  am  ready  to  offer  him  every  fatisfadiori 
that  a  man  of  fenfe  and  honor  can  demand. 

f  t  £  <  t  ‘ 

Thus,  you  fee*  my  difpofition  is  for  peace,  har¬ 
mony,  and  amity.  If  yours  be  the  fame ;  you 
will  prove  it,  by  breaking  or  difavowing  this  con¬ 
federacy*  and  by  being  as  candid  and  explicit  in 
an  immediate  anfwer,  to. 


SIR, 

j*  -  * 

t  ^ 

Your  very  humble  fervant^ 

. 

* 

*  C.  LUCAS. 

\ 

x  •*  >  *  _*• 

West-Gate-HousEj 
Nov.  7,  1 757; 
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'  I  . 


T  O 

Doctor  LUCAS, 

r  ^  ' 

A  T 

West-Gate-House. 


Bath,  Nov.  7,  1 757, 

S  I  R,  ‘  '  m  jU 

TO  your  very  long  epiftle,  pleafe  to  receive 

this  fhort,  but  plain  anfwer. 

\ 

In  your  effay  on  Bath  waters,  you  have,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  judgment  of  your  beft  friends,  in  moll 
opprobrious  terms,  abufed  and  mifreprefented  all 
the  gentlemen  of  this  place,  who  have  had  a  re¬ 
gular  education,  in  the  profeflion  of  phyfic.  I 
am  one  of  thofe  regulars  on  whom  you  have  there 
call  the  mod:  unmannerly,,  malicious  and  wicked 
reflections,  your  heated  imagination  could  in¬ 
vent. 

Surely,  Sir,  it  was  impoflible  that  you  fhould 
expedt  any  kind  treatment  from  the  perfons  whom 
you  had  thus  publickly  injured  !  I  have  nothing  to 
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do  with  the  conduft  of  my  abufed  brethren.  I  can 
only  fay  for  myfelf,  that  if  I  fhould  ever  hereafter 
hold  any  confultation,  controverfy,  or  conversation, 
with  the  man  from  whom  I  have  received  luch 
ufaae,  I  Ihould  efteem  myfelf  to  be  really  as  great 
a  fcoundrel  as  he  has  reprefented  me  to  be.  This 
is  the  only  letter  you  will  ever  receive  from  your 

well-wilher, 

■\VM  OLIVER. 


! 
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Doctor  L  U  C  AS 


T  O 


Doctor  OLIVER, 


SIR, 

HOwever  fufficient  you  may  think  your  great: 

example,  for  laying  afide  the  character  of 
the  phyfician,  the  gentleman,  and  the  chriftian ;  I 
mull  be  excuied,  if  to  the  complicated  crimes  you 
are  pleafed  to  make  for  me,  I  add  one  more ;  and 
tell  the  world  and  you,  I  dare,  in  this  too,  difient 
from  you  •,  and  avow,  that  I  think  you  no  better  a 
patron  of  politenefs,  humanity,  or  public  fpirit, 
than  for  knowledge  in  the  conllituent  parts  and 
properties  of  Bath  waters,  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
pradice  founded  upon  your  principles. 

You,  great  Sir,  no  doubt,  expeded  I  Ihould  level 
myfelf  with  you,  and  pay  you  in  your  own  coin, 
evafion  and  fcurrility.  Something,  to  which  you 
are  a  ftranger,  reftrains,  and  bids  me  tell  you,  that 
all  the  bafe  metal  you  can  coin  in  this  way,  though 
thus  ftamped  with  your  awful  image  and  fuper- 
fcription,  can  have  no  currency  with  me.  Yea, 
you  are  welcome  to  difcharge  the  corroding  choler 
by  your  pen,  which  you  can  not  otherwife  cure,  or 

 — 
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£orre<d ;  fmce  you  were  unfortunately  robbed  of 
your  fovereign,  though  ideal  catholicqn,  fope  and 
fcrimftone ,  in  Bath  waters.  ,But,  if  you  take  it  ill, 
that  you  are  not  treated  by  me  according  to  your 
defert  •,  imagine  the  word  you  deferve,  given ;  which 
for  peace  and  decency  I  decline,  and  take  what  re¬ 
medy  you  dare.  In  the  mean  time,  be  not  difconr 
certed  by  your  difappointments,  and  finding  that  I 
thus  compofed  fit  down  to  anfwer  your  infolerit 
,  letter,  to  the  public,  not  to  you  ;  refolved,  till  fur¬ 
ther  provoked,  in  another’s  words,  to  take  any 
thing  at  the,  hands  of  Dr.  Oliver,  except  his  pre- 
fcriptions. 

Now,  let  me  examine  this  great  phyfician,  this 
honed,  fenfible,  and  polite  gentleman’s  letter.  You 
fay,  I  have  in  mofi  opprobrious  terms ,  abufed  and  mifre - 
prefented  all  the  gentlemen  of  this  place ,  who  have  had  a 
regular  education  inphyjic .  And  that,  you  are  one  of 
thofe  regulars,  on  whom  I  have  caft  the  mofi  unman¬ 
nerly,  malicious,  and  wicked  reflections,  my  heated 
imagination  could  invent . — ‘Now,  had  I  not  a  little 
more  manners,  fomewhat  lefs  choler,  and  much  lefs 
malice  than  you,  I  fhould  fay,  in  plane  terms,  well 
fuited  to  the  perfon  addrefied,  the  charge  is  false. 
It  is  true,  I  demondrated,  thoughout  mine  Eflfay 
on  Bath  waters,  a  mod  fhameful  abufe  of  thefe 
great  fountanes  of  health,  through  the  ignorance 
and  craft  of  certain  men,  that  piqued  themfelves 
qpon  being  regulars  \  while  fome  of  them  were  but 
undergraduates ,  in  phyfic  *,  like  a  woman  that  has 
not  a  Angle  grace,  being  proud  of  one  virtue,  in 
which  die  never  was  tried,  and  abufing  every  wo¬ 
man,  however  beautiful,  that  had  every  virtue  but 
that,  It  is  alfo  true,  I  enveighed  againd  the  con¬ 
temptuous  treatment,  given  by  fuch  men,  to  the 
graduates  of  other  univerfities,  and  their  unpardon- 
i  ■'  able 
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able  infolence  to  the  moft  refpedable  body  of  phy- 
iicians  in  the  world,  I  pointed  out  one  pradicioner, 
that  makes  green  tea  and  Bath  water  fynonymous* 
without  naming  him :  and  fliew  fome  inftances  of 
public  impofitions  and  abufes,  particularly  in  the 
condudof  the  hofpital ;  fed.  54,  to  61. 

Again,  in  my  preface  to  the  general  work,  I  com¬ 
plain  of  the  treatment  given  me  and  my  labors,  by 
lome  of  thefe  boafting  regulars  ;  p.  xviii.  And  in 
my  dedication  to  a  noble  lord,  whom  I  made  fen- 
fible  of  fuch  ignorance  and  abufes,  I  declare  my 
talk  to  be  no  lefs  than  the  wrefting  the  curious  waters 
of  Bath/™»  ftiff-necked,  deftruffive  empiricism  \  abo- 
lijhing  vane ,  though  fondly- confirmed,  notions ;  and 
gi  oundlefs ,  though  l ong-ejl ablijhed,  prejudices  j  infii- 
iuting  a  rational ,  inftcad  of  a  mo/l  irrational  practice ; 
cxpioaing  the  long-received ,  Gothic  barbarifm ,  with  a 
view  to  revive  and  re-eftablijh  Roman  or  Attic,  or 
rather  Britifh  elegance ,  convenience  and  utility  in  the 
baths  in  general ;  and  tell  my  future  apprehenfions, 
from  the  ill  treatment  given  me,  by  thofe  gentle¬ 
men,  which  1  am  at  a  lols  where  to  clais,  among  the 
regular,  irregular,  defective  or  abufive ;  dedication, 
p.  ccxiii. 

Thefe  charges  were  made  in  general  terms,  out  of 
pure  humanity,  to  men,  who  deferved  worfe  of  the 
public  and  of  me.  Nor  could  I  put  in  the  excep¬ 
tions  to  them,  which  I  might,  having  met  with 
much  good  lenfe,  fcience,  candor,  honor,  and  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit,  in  feveral  phyficians  at  Bath ;  becaufe  I 
did  not  choofe  even  thus  to  point  out  the  aggreliors, 
hoping  fhame  might  in  time  bring  them  to  convic¬ 
tion  and  repentance.  How  little  did  I  exped,  that 
Dodor  Oliver  would  turn  informer  ?  and  by  his 
affociation,  his  conlpiracy,  and  particular  infolence 

to 
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to  me,  fhould  point  out  the  confpiratots  againft 
truth,  phyfic,  freedom  and  common  fenfe  ?  Could 
any  thing  lefs  than  a  guilty  confcience  prompt  this  ? 


Frightful  characters  of  men,  called  phyficians,  at 
Bath,  even  regulars ,  by  themfelves,  were  certainly 
drawn,  by  me.  Thefe  characters,  were  either  falfe 
or  true.  If  falfe,  they  were  but  imaginary;  and 
confequently,  fhould  give  no  man  living  offence  ; 
but,  Doctor  Oliver  has  found  out,  that  if  the  cap 
were  not  made  for  certain  heads,  there  were  heads 
which  it  fitted  right  well :  and  fo  firft  puts  it  on  him  - 
felf,  then  on  the  heads  of  his  fellow  confpirators, 
and  fatelites,  and  finding  it  well  adapted  to  the 
whole  number,  the  grand  confpiracy  is  formed, 
which  he  tacitly  acknowledges,  in  a  curious  anfwer, 
worthy  of  himfelf,  to  my  firft  letter.  And  fure, 
fince  he  has  done  this,  every  man  of  fenfe  and  ho¬ 
nor  will  acquit  himfelf  of  the  fhameful  affociation, 
and  dare,  in  fpight  of  the  great  leader  of  the  regu¬ 
lars,  fhew  Himfelf  a  friend  to  truth,  to  the  public, 
and  to  his  profefficn  :  for  now,  that  fuch  a  fcanda- 
lous  confpiracy  is  avowed,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  every 
man  who  difdains  to  be  fufpeCted,  will  vindicate 
his  own  honor  and  that  of  his  profeffion  ;  and  let 
thofe  fons  of  darknefs,  that  are  fit  for  treafons ,  ftra - 
tagems ,  and  fpoils ,  Hand  alone,  negleCted  and  de- 
fpifed ;  till  upon  clear  conviction,  and  pure  peni¬ 
tence,  they  are  readmitted  into  fociety. 


DoCtor  Oliver  fays,  I  was  not  to  expect  kind 
treatment  from  thefe  men.  No  truly;  not  even  all 
that  I  could  have  looked  for,  common  juftice  or 
civility  :  For,  my  conduCt  does,  and  I  hope,  ever 
fhall,  challenge  the  enmity  of  the  froward  and 
bafe  :  But,  to  fhew  my  regard  to  juftice,  it  is  fit  I 
fhould,  in  one  inftance,  confefs  mine  obligation  to 

C  certain 
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certain  gentlemen*,  when,  by  putting  afide  their 
robes,  they  let  the  cloven  feet  be  feen. 

As  for  publicly  injuring ,  I  challenge  the  world  to 
fay,  I  ever  offered  or  defigned  an  offence,  public  or 
private,  to  any  man  unprovoked.  They  that  can 
be  angry  for  a  zealous  and  ftridt  difcharge  of  a 
man’s  duty,  or  think  themfelves  in  danger,  when 
knaves  or  fools  are  brought  to  the  chaftifement  of 
the  ftoJcs,  can  be  worth  no  man’s  notice.  Who 
would  wifh  to  affociate  with  men,  before  whom,  vice 
or  bribe  are  not  mentioned,  left  each  cry,  thefe 
were  levelled  at  him  ? 

But,  though  I  could  have  been  inconfiderate 
enough  to  lafh  at  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  profeffion 
at  Bath,  without,  even  room  for,  diftindtion  ;  fure 
no  man,  confcious  of  his  own  honor  and  integrity, 
could  take  the  charge  to  himfelf.  And  if  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  Dodtor  Oliver,  of  all  others,  had  the 
leaft  right  to  be  offended  *,  what  a  rancorous  heart 
muft  he  have,  and  what  a  fcurrilous  mouth,  to 
conceive  fo  much  bafenefs,  to  utter  fo  many  foul 
and  falfe  words ! 

Let  us  fee  then,  whofe  head  appears  moft  heated , 
moft  wicked  \  whofe  heart,  moft  malicious ,  and  whofe 
tongue,  moft  unmannered. 

This  is  done  by  giving  a  few  fpecimens  of  the 
unmannerly ,  malicious ,  and  wicked  reflections ,  which 
are  faid  to  have  been  caft  upon  DoTor  Oliver. 

i.  The  firft,  that  occurs  to  me  is  a  fort  of  inter¬ 
rogatory  inference  from  an  experiment,  on  Bath 
waters,  effay,  p.  302.= — - c  How  then,  can  thefe 
waters  be  deemed fapcnaceous  by  Do&or  Oliver  and 

others  ? 
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others  ? - This  is  unmannerly  and  malicious  with 

the  Doctor  !  Let  him  vouchlafe  to  tell  why,  if  he 
can. 

2.  The  next  is,  in  finding  fault  with  the  negledt 
of  recording  the  cafes  of  the  patients  in  the  hofpital ; 
after  which,  thefe  words  are  added,  p.  243  c  Ex¬ 
cept  fome  few,  which  feem  very  fuccindtly,  accu¬ 
rately,  and  learnedly  layed  down,  by  that  eminent 

pradticioner,  Dodtor  Oliver.’ - Here  is  malice 

and  wickednefs  to  the  higheft,  in  the  dodtor’s  efti- 
mation.  It  is  probably  here  he  thinks  himfelf 
abufed  and  mifreprefented.  Granted.  Forgive  his 
modefty,  he  knows  himfelf  better  than  I  did  ;  and 
took  this  for  farcafm  and  irony.  Let  him  take  it 
fo,  and  pervert  it  to  atrabile ,  if  he  will,  as  foul  flo- 
machs  do  wholefom  food. 

3.  The  laft  I  fhall  obferve,  mult  be  what  the 
learned  dodtor  means  to  call  wicked ,  of  his  abundant 
fagacity  and  nice  judgment.  Thus  it  Hands,  an  in¬ 
ference  from  an  experiment :  c  Had  this  been  duly 
weighed,  before  a  very  learned  and  ingenious  prac- 
ticioner  of  this  age,  had  expended  much  good  fenfe 
and  phyfical  knowledge,  in  a  practical  effay  on  the 
ufe  and  abufe  of  warm  bathing ;  we  might  have  ex- 
pedted  a  finifhed  differtation,  founded  upon  true 
principles,  not  built  upon  the  groundlefs  notion  re¬ 
ceived  ;  to  wit,  that  the  faline ,  fulphureous ,  and  fa- 
ponaceous  particles ,  manifeftly  contained  in  the  Bath 
waters,  muft  render  thefe  more  penetrating ,  and  more 

powerful  folvents ,  than  common  water  :  * - For, 

if  thefe  ingredients,  efpecially  the  fecond  and  third, 
are  not  to  be  found  in  the  waters,  as  muft  now  be 
confefled,  the  very  reverfe  of  fope  planely  predomL 

*  Dr.  Oliver’s  words. 
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nating  •,  Bath  water  cannot  be  as  penetrating  or  as 
good  a  folvent,  as  common  warm  water.  Therefore, 
this  tracft,  whileft  it  appears  full  of  juft  reafoning, 

will  be  found  but  a  bafelefs  fabric!’ - -Here  is 

matchlefs  abufe  and  wickednefs !  blood  and  murder  ! 
the  death  and  burial  of  Do£tor  Oliver’s  fope  and 
Irimftone  !  The  pulling  down  the  filver  /brine ,  that 
brought  much  gold  to  the  crafty  artificers ,  who 
thought  their  great  Diana  muft  be  fet  at  nought; 
fince  they  could  conceive  none  other  virtues  to  be 
proved  in  Bath  waters,  than  what  their  worthy  pre- 
deceffors  delivered  to  them,  or  their  own  weak, 
diftempered  brains  conceived. 


Thus  it  appears,  thrt  barely  differing  in  opinion 
with  Docftor  Oliver,  is  a  crime  againft  the  in¬ 
quisitor  general  and  his  conclave ,  at  Bath,  fuf- 
ficient  to  incur  his  tremendous  wrath,  with  the 
fevere  epithets  of  unmannerly ,  malicious ,  and  wicked , 
and  the  charge  of  abufe  and  mifreprefentation !  Let 
cool  heads,  and  honeft  hearts,  judge,  with  how 
much  juftice  and  humanity. 

But,  the  affociation,  tacitly,  if  not  dire&ly,  con- 
feffed,  the  good  doctor,  c  will  not  anfwer  for  the 
conduft  of  his  abufed ,  as  he  calls  his  abufing  bre¬ 
thren  \  to  wit,  the  yet  mafqued  confpirators :  He 
will  only  anfwer  for  himfelf,  and  fays,  that  if  ever 
he  holds  consultation ,  controversy^  or  converfation ,  with 
me,  he  muft  efteem  himfelf  as  real  as  coundr  ell 
as  I  reprefented  him  to  be. 

Now,  mark  his  good  fenfe,  the  clearnefs  of  his 
underftanding,  and  "his  regard  to  truth  and  decency. 


Good  Sir,  if  you  be  not  anfwerable  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  your  abufed ,  as  you  call  your  abufing ,  bre- 
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then ;  why  your  haughty  embaffy  to  Doftor  Bay- 
lies,  with  propofals,  that  {hewed,  that  if  he  could 
retraft  the  truths  he  publifhed  with  regard  to  your 
hofpital,  &c.  that  is,  cringe,  fmile,  lie,  and  record 
himfelf  a  villain,  he  might  be  qualified  for  fellow- 
fhip  with  th 0-  junto  ?  flow  happy  are  they  that  fall 
into  the  hands  of  fuch  an  afiociation ! 

Then,  Sir,  you  can  bring  your  private  paffions, 
your  piques,  your  refentments,  however  groundlefs, 
to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  your  profeffion  !  No 
perfon  is  to  look  for  health,  otherwife  than  as  you 
direft,  at  Bath  !  In  this,  as  in  other  refpe&s,  I  pride 
in  differing  with  you :  I  can  coolely  meet  my  direft: 
foe  in  confultation  •,  fufpend  the  jufteft,  private  in¬ 
dignation  ;  hear,  and  give  due  weight  to,  all  he  can 
offer  for  the  patient’s  good,  which  muft  then  en¬ 
gage  all  my  thoughts  and  care. - What  bulls  will 

you  next  ifiue  to  damn  the  man  that  thus  fpurns  at 
your  great  example  and  authority  ? 

Why  did  you  not  vouchfafe  fome  anfwer  to  the 
laft,  and  the  end  of  the  preceding,  paragraph  of 
niy  letter  ?  W^hy  not  bring  me  to  y struct  errors , 
upon  conviction  ?  Why  not  give  me  an  opportunity 
of  making  attonement  for  offences ,  by  fhewing,  I  had 
really  given  fome  ?  V^hy  not  fhew  fome  difpojition  foi 
peace ,  harmony ,  and  amity  ? — Remember,  you  are 
not  bound  to  give  a  reafon,  when  you  have  it  not ; 
nor  to  anfwer  queftions,  that  may  criminate  or  ex* 
pofe  you.  In  prudence,  then,  be  dumb  for  evet.  . 

Now,  Sir,  when  and  where  have  I  reprefented you 
a  f coundr  ell?  How  abufe  and  mifreprefent  you  and 
your  trading  company  ?  Is  it  by  calling  you,  accurate , 
learned ,  an  eminent  practitioner.,  and  by  aferibing  to 
you ,  much  good  fenfe  and  phyfical  knowledge,  &c.  - 
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I  believe,  you  are  in  one  inftance  right,  and  I  ftand 
corrected.  But,  as  I  have  not  long  enough  con¬ 
vened  with  gentlemen  of  your  caft,  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  meaning  of  your  word,  fcoundrell ,  fully  ; 
which  you  fo  patly,  and  no  doubt,  pertinently  ufe  i 
you  muft  forgive  me,  if  I  happen  to  mifapply  it. 

It  was,  indeed,  likely,  that  in  consultation ,  contro - 
verfy ,  or  converfation  with  me  ;  you  might  be  fairly 
layed  open,  which  might  indanger  your  falling  into 
fuch  an  eftimation  as  you  mention,  with  others  as 
well  as  yourfelf.  Your  prudence  in  this,  was  furely 
equal  to  your  penetration.-— I  wifh,  however,  you 
had  had  recourfe  to  an  expreffion,  better  known 
among  phyficians  and  gentlemen.  But,  fince  you 
have  not,  you  can  not  take  it  ill,  that  I  diredt  fuch 
as  want  an  explanation  o fyour  technical  word,  fcoun- 
dr  ell ,  to  Dodtor  William  Oliver,  at  Bath. 

I  now  begin  to  fear,  Sir,  you  are  become  a  fceptic 
in  your  own  doctrines  and  pradtice  :  An  infidel  in 
phyfic,  is  of  all  others  the  worft  •,  except  an  infidel 
among  divines.— It  affords  a  melancholy  refledtion, 
that  one  celebrated practicioner  is  dead,  an  other,  with 
his  eyes  too  much  jaundiced  to  diftinguifh  colors, 
confiuming  to  death  ;  both  of  malignant,  choleric  dif- 
tempers ,  with  the  remedy,  had  they  but  faving  faith, 
at  their  hands  and  lips,  here  at  our  Bethefda  !-— 
For  fhame,  Sir,  go,  drink,  wafh,  and  be  clean. 

I  fuppofe,  you  thought^war  confederacy ,  your  bulls , 
and  anathemas ,  would  frighten  me  from  Bath : 
Though  I  never  intended  refiding  here  ^  if  I  could 
think  myfelf  of  confequence  enough  to  obviate  the 
fhamefuj,  wicked  tendency  of  your  trading  ajfocia- 
tion ,  and  could  get  clear  of  other  engagements  *,  I 
fhould,  every  feaibn,  give  fome  attendance  here. 
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till  the  effefts  of  your  unheared  of  confederacy  in 
phyfic  were  no  more  felt  or  known. 


Now,  my  kind,  and  loving  well-wisher,  fare¬ 
well  !  I  am  forry  to  find  your  righteous  fpirit  chafed: 
The  good  Do&or  feems  angry !  O  !  the  pity  of  it  1 
Come,  chear  up,  man  :  You  have  moved  no  paf- 
fion  in  me,  but  contempt ;  and  to  that,  you  can  be 
no  ftranger.  I  fuppofe  you  expefted,  I  fhould  re¬ 
tort  fome  of  your  own  foul  breath  upon  you.  I 
can  not  ftoop  fo  low,  in  refpedt  to  the  company  I 
keep,  in  refpeft  to  myfelf :  inftead  of  returning  to 
you,  the  abufe  you  give ;  were  you  not  an  objeft  of 
companion,  I  fhould  laugh  at  you.  Be  allured,  it 
is  indifferent  to  me,  whether  your  Jhort  but  f>lain 
anfwer  of  this  morning,  be  your  laft  letter,  or  your 
laft  fpeech.  Nor  does  it  more  concern  me,  whether 
I  fee  or  meet  you  again,  here  on  earth,  or  not. 
And,  lure  I  am,  fouls  as  different  as  your’s  and 
mine  can  never  meet  hereafter.  Farewell,  and  be 
as  happy  as  your  ccnfcience  can  permit.  But,  re¬ 
member,  you  mull  difiolve  your  confpiracy,  disband 
your  legions ,  and  fubmit  your  conduct  io  the  public 
cenfure,  before  you  can  expect,  a  well-wijher,  or  a 
friend,  in. 


C.  LUCAS. 


Weft-Gate-Houfe, 
Bath,  Nov.  8,  1757, 


THE  END. 


